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IHE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE | * 
*In Paradise the Tree / 
Of Knowledge was the pride ; | ".. - v 
By God's supreme decree, | 6 
The man who eat, then died. | _ \ et 
But Heaven in mercy since | E-þ 4 
Does him who tastes forgive ; | V4 
To know is no offence : of Pl F 
Now, he who eats, shall live.” F 
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TheT enor ofthe Oath tobe tender- 
ed to the Church-Wardens and 


Sidejmen of every Pariſh inthe 
Dioceſe of W orceſter. 


7 Ou ſhall Swear diligently to en- 
- quire,and true preſentment make 
of all defaults and offences as are inqui- 
rable by the Laws F cclefiaſtical of this 


Land, So God you belp. 
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[ARTICLES 


VISITATION and ENQUIRY 


| Concerning Matters Eccleſiaſticall, 


Church of ENGL 4.N D. 


2 EXHIBITED 


To the Miniſters, Church-Wardens, and Side 


men of every Pariſh within the Dizteſe of 


W orcelter, 
| By th? Right Reverend Father in God, 


R OBER TT 


Lord Biſhopof WORCESTER. 


. LONDON, Printed Fs Ratcliffe. I 66 4+ 


TI———— — 
_— —>—— — ne 


Ww_ OI Ae Io 


= _——_te er —— 


— ————c2 — —— > — 


| 
According to the Laws and Canons of the | 

| 

b 


| 


ARTICLES 


| Viſitation and Enquiry , &c. 


——— RR, 
h— ka 


| Concerning Churches or Chappels, with the | 
Ornaments and Furniture belonging to 
them. 


Z 5 your Church-Fabaick (02 Cha pel) with 1 
, all things appertaining to it > keptingeod | 
(Qy repatr within and without, with ſnch clean- | | 
z<G lincſs, decency andozder, as becommeth 
the Pouſe dedicated to the Pablick Woz- 
ſþip and ſolemn ſervice of God 2 
Ii. HA TH anppart of them, o2 anp thing belonging 
to them, been ſold 02 embezelled > then” andby vtom > 
111. 15S there (n your Church 02 Chappel an hendſome 
| Font of Stone, ftanding in aconventent place, with 
| a god Cover to if, foz the Adminiffraticnof Bapulme? Js 
therealſoadecent Communion-Zable,with a fair Car- 
pet of Silk o2 fine Cloath, alſo a fine Linnen a: 
o 


2 Articles of Viſitation. 


fo be nſed at the holy Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper 5 
What Cup, Chalice. Patin, oz Flagons have pou bes 
longing to that Service ? | 

IV. HAVE a= in pour Church / 02 Chayped a con- 
benient Pew fo2 pzur Piniſter to read Divine Scrvice 
in> Alſo a Pulptt ,. with a decent Cloth and or 
Yave pon © large Folto 45ible of the (1ſt TranMation, 
with two Books. of Counmvbn:Praperiwell bound, 
to2 the Piriifker; tbe other fozthe Tlrrk- Vabe yottthe 
3Bok of Yomiltes (ct foz!h bp Anth-2t'p 3 allo the Book 
o Canons , and a T-ible of allowed degrees in Mar- 
riage ? 

P HAVE pon a Regtſfcr-1Book of Parchment fox 
attthatarc Chiffned, Barricd,and Barted in pcur Pa- 
rilh , fn which are ſet down the names of the Parties, 
with the Dap , Poneth and Pear of cach Ch:iftning, 
MParriage and 1Burial * Is the Tranſcript of theſe everp 

| pear anirpen one Poneth after Maich 25. b2ought tri tothe 
BiſhogpsR egifſtry * | | 

VI. HAVE pot a Paper-Boos, in which the 
names of &trangers that Pzeach oz Dfficiate tn ponr 
Church oz Chappel are ſet down; and another 15ook fo2 
pour Charch: wardens accounts? 

VII. HAVE pon a fair Surplice and other D2na: 
ments, acco2ding to his Degree , fo2 your Miniſter to 
uſe in bis publick Adminiſtrations , only foz outward 
Deeency, Dzver, and Diſtinction 2 | 
=. VIIL HAVE pon a firong Cleft, with Locks and 
Beps, wherein the Þlate + other Weſſcls, with the Boks 
and Ueſtments belonging tothe Charch., may be ſafely 
and decently kept? {ave pon a 1Bicr With a black Herſe- 
cloth fo2 the decent interrment of the Dead ? | 
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F-a:Tc-Þk: 


Concerning the Church-yard, Houſes, Gl:bes, 
Tithes, or Rents belonging tothe Church, 


I: ] S yonr Church pard ſufficiently fenced with Walls; 
Ratls, oz Pales, and decently kept from all annoy - 
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Articles of Viſitation. 


__— encroachment? Are theTrees therein pzeſgr 
ed? | | DAS bed: 
Il. I'S. ' tbe Qanſion-bouſe -of ponr Miniffer ,- with 
all other Bonſes thereto belonging , -kept in; god repair 7 
Have anp of them been pnlled down oz defaced? Yath anp 
encro*ched upon the K and thereto belonging -07 felled 
the Tres thereon growing” / {4 4 
"111, HAVE pay a perfect Texrier of allG] e-lands, 
Gardens, D:chards, and Tenements belonging taponr 
Parſonage o2 Uicaridge » Aiſo a particnlar Liſt of ach 
Penſions, Tithes, Rents, Cuſtomes, and ofher pearlp 
P:ofits within oz without your-Pariſh, -as belong there- 
to ? Are any of them withheld from pour Piniſter,z and 
by thom? rl Doty Bolts enhiaes 
IV. HAVE anpofthe antient Seve Lam velonging 
to your Parſonage o2 Uicarage been taken awayp,o2 alte- 
nated by Leaſe, @ale,oz Exchange, without Licenſe from 
the O2dtnarp, and the fre conſent ofthe Incumbent ? 
Yave any Jncloſures-ben made in-your Pariſh to the 
detriment of the Church? ' ; GE (2. ben 


_—— bed 
— 
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Tir. 11h 
Concerning MiniSters. 


I. Js yorr Miniſter Spiſcopallp D2dairied ( Deacon 02 
I Pzieſt) acco2ding to the Law3 of the Realm of Eng- 
land, andthe antien* pzaice of the Church Untverſal,ng 


teſs than ofthis National Church ? $. 
li. Is he defamed o2 ſnſpeced fo have obfained-his 


 Daders 02 \Benefice bp any Simontacalcompact ? 


117. H A TH beben tegallpJaſtictuteb and Ynducted.tn- 
fo bis Benefice? Dtd he within two Moneths after his 
Induction pablicklp read in the Church , upon ſome 
Lo:ds-dap o2 other Þo'r-dap , in the time of Divine 
Service, the 39+ Articles of Religion eſtabliſhed in 
the Church: of Enzland 7;:Dtd he then and there-pablicklp 
declare his aflent thereunto > + | e821: com 

IV. HATH your Miniſter been Licenied:ta officiatc bp 
the 1Biop of this Dtaceſe,ozcither of the two an" 

fr 
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4 Articles of Viſitation. 


Dath he being th1s Licenſed diligenttp read Dſvine 
Serbice, and preach every L92ds-dap, fn pour Church oz 
Chappel, anleſs hindered by Sicuneſs o2 reaſonable. 
een ; yy in fed ba he _ __ _ 
er toread P2apers, fo Preach, amv perfo: mn other 
Pinifterial Dates > . 

V. DOTH paur Piniter P2exch ſound D actrine o1- 
bp, both foz Fatth and Punners,tending to the Gdifping 
of B-ople tn the knowledge of God and their Saviour 
Je b2(,acco:ding to the holp rals of the Dcriptare, 
#1d the obedtence of the Goſpel ; Do pon know that be 
bath at any time within one pears ſpace laſt paſt pzeach- 
ed any Falfe, Veretical , Sedtttons, Scandalous o2 
Schilmatical Doctrine, therebp to ſeduce People to Cr- 
to: o2 Facton, to the > of their Sonls, and the 
dilkarbance of the peace of this Charch and Kingdom ? 

VI. DOTH ponr Piniſker inhis Pzaper befoze Ser- 
mon devontly edifcreetly commend.tso the grace of God 
the Chnrch Catholick here on Earth, particularly theſe 
1B2'tiſh Refozmed Churches; alſo the Kings moſt Ercel- 
lent Piſeſtp, acco:ding to his Juſk andRopal Titles; 
fogether with all Efkates Eccleſiaſtical and Civil: Doth 
he p:aiſe God fo2 the Faithfall, tho have overcome this 
Wo21d, and are at reſt from their Labours? Dath he al- 
wayes conclude with the L, 02ds P2ayer- Doth be in his 
P2ayer 02 Sermon affect any odde o2 Fanatick erp2eſ- 
ſions, o2 exceſsive length ? 

vii, DOTH ponr Miniſter in the B2zning andEve- 
ning ervice, andin the Adminiſtratton ofthe Bolp Sa- 
erament , and tn perfozming of other publick Religions 
NDtffices appointed by the Church of England, uſe there: 
fpecive Fozms tn the Book of Common-P2aper, toge- 
ther with thoſe Ritesand Ceremontes which are enfopn- 
ed in this Church , and declared ta be not anp neceſſarp 
parts of Divine Wozthip , but only things of Decency, 
M2der, and ©dffication, tending tothe Peace and Unt: 
fo:mity of the Church ? 

Viil DOTH pure Piniſter diligently examine it 
the Church-Catechiſme tbe Youth of pour Pariſh everp 
KL 020g-dap in the afternoon?! Doth be alſo inftrac others 
that are (gnozant tn the Fundamental potnts of Ch2ift(- 
&1 Religion > Doth he pzepare, and, as occaſto11 (o offers 
ed, 


*  _— — 


Articles-of Viſitation. 5 


red , pzeſent the Pouth ſo inffruced to the BiGop, tobe 

TE i cat mn dP 
diction, fn | 2ofeſs, acco o 

Pztmitfive p:actiſe of the Charch of Chzifft> Doth be en- 


deavour to reclaim ail Popiſþ Recuſants, aud othe 
caries in pour rg the Fes Rn etabliher iy, 
the Chnrch of England ? | , 


1X.. 1s pour Pinifter, whether Parſon, Uſcar,oz Cue 
rate, confo2mable to his Doarine and Life to the holy 
Rule and great Crample of theLozd Jeſas Chiſt - Js 
he a may _ - Wy ns FLO ENRON and 
exemplary life , foz Ptety , Sancity , Charſtp and Jn- 
duſtry in his Calling ? Js he G2zave, Podeſt, and BRegy- 
lar fn bis egtwar Te neano;.to; Pare and Clothes, ac- 
co2ding.to the Conftitutions andCuſtoms of the Church 
of England > Js his Company, Carriage.and Converſa- 
tion in-Wo:d and Decdſuch as becommeth a Qinifter 
of the. Gofpel , who remembers the great Account he 
miiſt give fo2 his own and other mens Donuls co:nmitted 
to his Charge? <4, es. 

X, -+ $* he-readp to viſit, the Sick , and to perfozm 
thoſe @ffices tothem which are required in the Church 
of England? alſo to-baptiſeanp Infant in danger of veath, 
when: he :is deſired \ofo-do > Js any Infant oz other bp 
bis default yet un-baptiſed in your Pariſh 2 Doth he re-. 
faſe to give the Sacrament to anp in your Pariſh , and - 
fo2 what Canſe? 02 doth he give it to ſuch as are ſcanda- 
lous noto2tons ſinners, 02 ſnch as are cxcommunicate, 02. 
refuſe to be reconciled to their Neighbours ? 

Xl. DOT H pour Miniſter Parry any Perſons in pzt- 
bate Youſes , oz ſuch as are under" Age ;; not having 
the Conſent of their Parents 9x Guardians ? Dath he 
Parrp-any without Bannes firſt publiſhed thee Sun: 
dayes 02 Yoly-dapes in the Church  Doth .be marry 
at other Youres than between eight and twelve 
in the Fozenone, without having anp Licenſe ſo to 


do > 
Xll, HATH your Miniſter taken nponhim to appoint 
any publick oz pzivate Faſts, Pzophecpings, 03 elighe. 
ous exerciſe s , withont lawful moany oth be in 
thoſe that are duly, appointed uſe the Foz1ns pzeſcribed 
by Authozity > Moth he, 0007 eames x 
erſon, 


6 Articles of Viſication. 


for, hold any Conventicleo2 Religious meetings in p2t- 
vate Honlos within your Pariſh, fo2 pebple of ſeveral 
Families totefozt unto, 'contrarptothe Laws and Cay 
non1s in that Caſe provided? CEE 
X111. 1s pour Miniſter -conftantly pomp were, 
yo and how many witks in a pear hath hebenabs 
ſent from his Benefice > Yath he any Curatefo aſsiſt- 
him in bis abſetice o2 pzeſence> As that Crate in Yolp 
D?2ders accozding to the Church of England » Bathhe a 
Licenſe from his 1Biſhop to ſerve the Care 7. And doth 
ve carrp himſelf alſo as an able and diſcreft Piniſter, 
and confozmable to the Church of £og1and 2 uWhat pearſp 
ſtipend hath he ? 5 0; LG 2 RSHAL 14 
XLV. 15 there in pour Parifþ, beſfoes the Parſon, 63 
 Uicar and Carace,anyp that pzeachetbonlp as aLecurer ? 
Js he in Yolp O2ders and confo:mable to the Charch of 
England, and Licenſed by the Biſhop of thts Dioceſe ? 
Doth he read Divine Service befo:e his Leaure, and fn 
all things demean himſelf as is moſt foz the Peace ofthe 
Church of England, and of pour Pariſh ? Ri 91 
Xv. DOTH ponr Pinifter give pon notice of and dn- 
lp obſerve Bolp-dapes , Feſtivals, oz Falts, wfth other 
ſolemn times, as Ember and Rogation Weeks , accoz- 
vg a5 is by the Laws and Canons of this Church ap- 
potn 


a 
= 


4:17, IT 


Concerning P ariſhioners. 


I. F Ss there anp in ponr Pariſh that are repated Vere- 

[ ficks oz Schiſmat Commnnion wtfh the 
Church of England, oz p2ofeſſing anp other Religion than 
what is Cftabliſhed in thts Church, ſeductng others from 
it, and rayling againſt it > Are there anv convicted Pa- 
pifts, known Anabaptiſts, Familifts, Nnavers, and o- 
ther Separatifts in pour Pariſh - 

I. 15 there any perſon in pour Pariſh that lyeth under 
any common fame o2 vehement faſpition of Adultere, 
Foznication 02 Inceft ? Are there anyconmmon _ 


Articles of Viſitation. 7 


katrys, Dwearers, o2 Blaſp rs of Gods Name, and 
bis Bolp UWozd? Are anpnoted fo2 Railers, unclean ano 
filthy Zatkers,o2 ſowers of Sedition,oz living in diſcozd 
and contention? Are there anp excommunicated by the 
Cenſares of the Church, and not yet reconciled? 

111, DO any of pour Partſh p2ophane the Þ,92ds dap, 
neglecting of publick Boly Dattes,02 by doing tbe wozks 
of thetr ozdinarp Callings , 02 uſing uniawfullRecreati- 
ons, 92 per nitting their Childzen and Servants lo to ds 2 
Do they duly obſerve other Bolp-dapes, Feſtivals, o2 
Fafts appointed by Anthozitp , foz the Advancement of 
Pietp , Charity and Devotton ? 

-1v. D © thoſe that inhavit o2 ſofourn in your Pariſh 
duly reſo2t to pour Church o2 Chappel , there to wozſhip 
God acco2ding ta the Religionofthe Church of Enziang + 
Do they come thither,and continne there daring/Divine 
Service, Sermons , andother Yolp Duties, with that 
reverence , 92der and decency , befitting humble and de- 
vout Cheiftians , as is required by the Laws, Canons, 
and londable Cunſtows ofthe Charch of Eogland? 

V. ARE there in pour Parith any that refaſe tohave 
their Infant-Childzen Baptized by pour Piniſter? 02 do. 
thep kep them nn-baptized longer thantbis Church al- 
toweth ? Are there any Jnfants oz moze aged Perſons ir 
your Pariſh not yet Bapttzed - 

VI. DOT H everp Youſe-holder in your Pariſh cauſe 
their Chtldzen, Appzentices, and Servants tolearn the 
Church-Catechiſlme, and give account of itts your, Pint- 
fter, as he ſhall require it inthe Church on Dngdapes 02 
other Yoly-dapes, as is appointed * And whea they are 
therein well inſtructed, do. thep take care to have them 
b:onght by the Piniſter to:Confirmation, when occafton 
ts offered, by the Biſhop, foz the increaſe of all;SpirituaÞ 
Gifts and Graces in them?» Fo aa Fort 1 

Vii. 15. there anp'perſon [in pour Partfh ,..wha being 
ſirteen pears of age,and well inſtructed inReligion-neg- 
teeth oz refaſeth to receive the Blefled Dacrament of 
the Lozds Dupper at leaft thze times inoneyear ( of 
which Eaſter to be. one >)” Doa- all receive this.@Sacred 
Ppftery with that ontward- Oefture- of bumllity ,. .re- 
verence, and lowly adozation., which beconies them 
to. their God and a a neeling , acco2d- 

3 


ing 


8 Articles of Viſitation. 


ing to the Pzder and Cuffome of the Church of Eng- 
and ? LEON; 
Vil. ARE there anp-of pour 'Parilh who do kep famt- 
lfar Society with them that are excommunicated , ſo ag 
to countenance them in their fins, oz enconrage them in 
thetr contumacy 2 
Ix, ARE there anp of ponr Parth who are known oz 
ſuſpetedfo be unlawfully married,contrarp to the Laws 
of God and this Church? Are there anp who having been 
lawfallp divozced do live togetber again; oz who being 
lawfully married , and not dfvo2ced, do pet ltbe aſan- 
er ? | 
X. ARE there anp marrted Women in pour Pariſh, 
who after their ———_— from Chtld-birth refuſe to 
make their humble and publick Thankſgiving to G od 
fo: ſogreat a mercy,acco2ding tothe Rites and Appoint- 
ment of the Church of Enz14nd 7 

Xl. ARE there anyofyour Pariſh who refaſe to pap 
thetr Eafter-Offerings and other Duties to pour Pint- 
ſter; 02 to pap the Rates aſleffed on then foz the repair 
and p2ovbiſtons of the Chartb e 

X11. DO cnp among yon refaſe to burp their Dead ac- 
co2ding to the F02'n9 t Rites ofthe C arch of England, 
which are ſo conſonant to the faith , bope, aud charttp of 
true Chtſtians , towards thoſe that dpe in the peace of 
the Chnrch 2 Are there any Wiſls oz Zeftaments of 
Perſons in pour Partſh pet unp2oved , oz anp Gwdg'Ad- 
minifkred without a legal grant from the Dzdtnary? dg 
pon know of any Legaciesgiven to pour Chnreh ; o2 the 
Po, o2 other pious and charitable uſcs,not pet received 

p pert , 02 detained from pou ? 
'X11l, DO pon know o2 have pou heard of anp in pear 
ariſþ, who having the pzeſentation of an Eccleftaſtical 
Ltving , bath made any Dtmontacal compac o2 gain 
thereby, etther in Þonep, oz by reſerve ofanp part ofthe 
Tithes oz Olebes belonging to that Beneffice? 

XIV. HAVE anpPews 02 Seats been erected in ponr 
Church o2 Chappel withont leave rom the D2dinary > 
Is there any ftrife 02 contention. about Seats in the 
Thurch'? Þave any occaſioned Rio?, Clamsz,oz Fight- 
ing ity the Church any fimee's lh) 44 he 


{ iy is 


$LSSAA SURLG RASRNSEAS 
T xt. 


Concerning Pariſh-Cl arks and Sextons  belong= 
ing tothe Church.” 


L. H AVE pou ariſh-Clark, tho is of a ſober life and 
god repozt? Js he able fo2 Reading, 2Uziting,and 
Singing as a Clark? Jsbe choſen by pour Pinifter, and. 
app2oved bp the Partiþ- Are bis Wages dnlp paſo him? 
it. DO TH ye oz your werton take of the ob, 
to k&p ft locktand clean ,. [q open the ve. bg 
the Wells fn dne time , to c:\tthe ps tot . Wezld 
of Gad; alſo to admoniſh them b tolling 


Bell of anp that are dping, ngof n Patf of 
own Beath., and:fo tre Fl, the ters EE 
tothe mercyof God? 
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8 VIEW V1. 


Concerning Hoſpitals and Almer-Houſer, 
Schools and SthooEmiafters,; NN As 
Chirurgeons, and Midwives. EV 


1. \A7 HAT Wofp ital, Alms: Lone, 07 or Free Of tha 


ben Fonnded in pour Pa 
red in the Revenne and wh he ounder appointed 


and theLaw of the Land 3 ter pits op dlid 7 gee 
en 


It. WHAT  DLhaJA 
ru ch lars inthe 


th po ariſþ > Js OE 
e bis nel? Do Doth ) be t 
Son 


ater piling” and ond 
coping te ook 'Cont 


yr necoerp O _ Tr ana 


gery 02 Pidwikfery, without Licence Ge the —_— 
SAL, 
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wo. —Atticles of Viſitation, 
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Concerning Church-Wardens and Side-men. 


i. A RE.the Chnrch-Wardensg of your Pariſh yearly 
A choſen acco2ding ta Kaw , and do thep appoint 


Side-men to alliff them foz the due. o:dertng of the 


gy VE the laft Church-Wardens given up their 
_ arconnts to thofe that ſucc&p. them, together with ail mo- 
- [2a other things belonging to your Church oz Chap- 


111. DO ponr Charch-Wlardens and Side-:nen dilt- 
ntly take noficeof.their Names, who without a ſufftct- 
ne canſe are abſent from Divine Seryice- + Sermons on 
the Lozds-dapes and other Bolp-dapes? Dothepby Wars 
rant. from the next Juftices levy ::. pence by wap of di- 
fireſs ( acco2ding to Law) upon their Gods, in caſe thep 
refaſe topap it, foz their wtilfull and canſeleſs Abſence 
and is the Money ſo levyed diftributed to the pw2 of pour 
Pariſh, and kept ——_ tn _ , a 
v..D-O you (nffer none to ſtand-tqle, o2 ta plap ; 02 
walk oztelk totrether ,o2 to be ve themſelves udeig 
and unſemly within 02 without the Church daring the 
time of Gods Yolp Wozſhip and Service, to the ſcandal 
and. diſfurbanee of the Miniſter and Copigregation 2 _ 
V. Þ'O -pqy p2obide fine White-bzead and god Wine 
-* rey nePragE ntoxn  8cco2ding tathe nynber of 
4 ” on 


-- VI, Þ O. pau cauſe all Strangers who peach in pour 
Tharch ta enter their Names ina Bok,and by what Bt- 
ſhop thep ate Licenſed tq.JÞzeach > 

Vil HAVE petttaken care to.gitea true Anſwer unto 
theſe. RTICLES,-and to dzaw. up your P:e- 

s accozding. ta your Daths, conſulting with 

vonr-Piniter and of et Be bonts 3; 
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if 


This 


Articles of Viſitation, 


/”T”" His you are ſeriouſly to conſider, That as the 
faithfull diſcharge of your Officesaccording 
to your Oaths and Duties is a ſpectal means to re- 
preſs,puniſhaand reform Sins, Scandals, and diſorders 
1n your Parlith; alſo to preſerve the hozour of Rel:- 
coz and the Peace of this Church,tothe glory of 
our God aud Savieur ( which are the great Ules 
2nd Ends of all Church-Governmenr and Diſci- 
pline : ) So if you negle& your Duties herein, you 
ſin againſt God, your Conſciences, and the Chur- 
ches Proſperity , being lyable, in caſe of wilfull 
Omiſſion and Perjury,to thoſe Puniſhments which 
are by the Law to be inflied on you for your de- 


faulc. 


The Miniſters of every Pariſh, are deſired to 
givein the Names of ſuchas having not yet recei- 


ved the Lords 2-4 , are by them upon exami- 
nation judged fit for Confirmation, aad ſo for the 


Holy Communion. 


THE END. 


Wn 


